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ClogAmp is a music player particularly tailored to the needs of clogging instructors. It is
widely used throughout Germany and is well known for its easy installation, ease-of-use
and speed. To download CLOGAMP 2.0, please go to either clogamp.com or
http://sourceforge.net/search/?type of search=soft&words=clogamp

First of all, | etbs give MARTI N ROHRBACH a st
of this wonderful software and for his generous sharing with all Cloggers. Martin

is from Germany and quite a gifted dancer. ClogAmp is a huge gift to our

community and we are all very, very grateful for it. Thank you Martin!

Because there is little information currently available on how to operate, use and
customize ClogAmp, | have written these notes in the hope that you find them helpful.
These are my personal thoughts and suggestions and in no way are meant to function
as official documentation for ClogAmp.

Information that is NEW and/or UPDATED since 12/27/07 is highlighted in yellow.

FILELIST

The FILELIST is the large window that appears when the program boots up. (Refer to
the last page for a screen shot of ClogAmp.) The first time you open ClogAmp, this
page will be blank and No directory selected will be displayed above the Title bar.

The Filelist is comprised of folders you select, usually from within My

Music. You can select the file which houses the songs you want to 3| (4 (@
import by clicking on the yellow folder in the lower left hand corner of :
thescreen.The fAChoose a directoryo window wil!/| ope

Click on the fBxNO3 pugachdrkisihel@& "bGx"..Doing so will
import your entire "C" drive into ClogAmp! Next locate your My Music folder, which is
usually found under i MBPocumentsoand sometimes by individual i Bera Check the
box beside My Music. At the bottom of the window check Include Subdirectories. This
will import your entire music library into the Filelist.


http://www.clogamp.com/
http://sourceforge.net/search/?type_of_search=soft&words=clogamp
http://sourceforge.net/search/?type_of_search=soft&words=clogamp

You can manage the folders you want to import into the Filelistby ¢l i cki ng
sign beside My Music, unchecking the My Music box and checking only the My
Music subfolders you want to import. Leaving the finclude Subdirectoriesobox checked
will enable you to import all the music within those folders. If you want, save those
particular folders with a name to make them easier to load again (see Creating a
Profile).

Important: Your music files MUST be in either mp3 or wav file format to be accepted
by ClogAmp. However, since file settings (cue points, tempo, etc) only save in the
mp3 file format, you may want to convert all your music files to the mp3 format. If they
are in wma format, they must first be converted. | would suggest converting them to
mp3 format and this is the WMA converter that | use:

http://www.bestshareware.net/download/wmaconverter-platinum.htm
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To SELECT A SONG TO PLAY, do any one of the following:
1. Select the song with a click of the mouse.

2. Use the up and down directional keys to highlight a song OR hitting PageUp or
PageDown for even faster scrolling.

3. Type in the name of the song you want by holding the Shift Key down to go
directly to the song that you are typing. This usually takes only three keystrokes
to bring up the song, but you must type them fairly quickly. If you don't hold down
the Shift key, you will likely encounter difficulty since so many of the keys are
configured to certain program functions that it is likely that you will engage those

processes accidentally. Please note that the c¢olomustn

be the far left column in your Filelist and listed first in your dialog box in order to
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http://www.bestshareware.net/download/wmaconverter-platinum.htm

use this search feature. Right click on the column headings to select the type and
order of column headings.

4. Hit CAPS LOCK button on the laptop, then type in name of song (somewhat
easier than holding down shift key). However, you must remember to disengage
CAPS LOCK for program to work properly again.

To LOAD A SONG IN THE PLAYER, do any of the following:
1. Hit the Enter Button.
2. Double click on the highlighted song.

3. Hit the space bar.

To PLAY a song:

1. Hit the keystroke fApo| « . 4o m

2. Use your mouse to click on the green triangle
on the player.

You can either choose to have the Player show how much time has elapsed since the
song started playing OR show how much time is remaining. Click on the time display to
toggle between the time displays.

You can also designate a key to toggle the time display by going to ExtraA Configure
KeysA Toggle Time/Remaining. Designate the key you want to assign to that function.
For more on key configurations, see | ater sec

NOTE: Attempting to play a song before the filelist completely loads could cause
ClogAmp to crash.



CREATING A PROFILE

There may be times that you want to only load certain songs in your Filelist. ClogAmp
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1. First, you would open the directory by clicking the
yellow folder icon in the Filelist. Then you would look

under AfChoose a

square beside Freestyle. A checkmark would then
appear in the box. If there are any other items
checked that you would NOT want included in the

Freestyle profile, you would unchec

2. Click on the arrow pointing right (see picture) to open

the Profile dialog box.
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3. Type in the name of the profile

under ALoad, sav
stored

in the rectangular box at the
bottom.

4, Then, click fAsav
done!

Anytime you want to load a particular
profile, open up the directory, click on
that profile, cli
will appear in your Filelist.
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Warning: Do not put a check in the C: "box". Doing so will import your entire "C" drive

into ClogAmp!

Profiles can be kept to a manageable size when you separate your songs in
subfolders within your My Music folder based on their type, i.e. Hoedown, National
Dance List, Holiday music, Line dances, etc, or any other way you would like to sort
your music. In some instances you may have the same song in more than one folder. In
that case follow the instructions in Song/File Duplication (in later section) to insure all

copies have cue points.
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PLAYLISTS

Playlists are comprised of songs that you pull from your folders to create a customized
A laylist.0For example, if | want a group of songs from the National Dance List, | would
create a playlist of those songs and then save it as fiNational Dance List.0

Playlists are easily created by: Choghroy Payha_Clgyr Damy iz
19 Re(s) GIAT0T howes ol

Titke Langth ‘

1. Highlighting a song in the Filelist and dragging it to ~
the Playlist, or by e - |

2. Highlighting a song, right clicking on it, and then _ ok . :‘
clicking on fAAppend to Pllayidi sto.n: &

To provide you with a visual record of songs played in the i
playlist (see image on right), they will be highlighted in BLUE || 7z e sr s
when played (Coalmine and Would You Go With Me have Ok bt 8 S Sy oo 0055
been played; Somebody Like You is currently being played), 1D s ita Danci a1
if you check IMARK SONGS WHEN THEY HAVE BEEN
PLAYEDOunder the tabs of ExtraA OptionsA Playlists.

You can play a song in the Playlist by highlighting it and
1. Pressing ENTER.

2. By double-clicking on the song.

3. By pressing the space bar. However, you will have to S —
press "p" (for PLAY) unless you check the following box: START PLAYING
WHEN A SONG IS SELECTED. Get there by going to ExtraA OptionsA
Playlists.

At the bottom of the Playlist (refer to image above right) is a box you can check which
says PLAY CONTINUOUSLY. This is very cool if you want to play songs continuously
and not have to manually start each song. This is useful if you need to take a quick trip
to the porta pottie J or if you have awarm-up periordata dance so t hat
to stay near your laptop.

Right click on any song in the Playlist and you will find a smorgasbord of options that
let you remove songs, change the order of your songs, add silences between songs and
many other ways that can help you to fine tune the playlist.

Create a new Playlist by clicking on the "-" sign in the playlist menu bar and then click
"Remove All ltems". This clears the playlist and allows you to create a new one which
you can save under a new name.



You can view the Playlist in three ways:

1. Goto ExtraA Configure KeysA Toggle Playlist, then type in the letter of the
key you want to use to bring up the Playlist. |l chose Awo but choos
works best for you, or

2. Go to View and click on Playlist, or

3.Click on APO in the Play?r:'-t_mhg_,‘bottom 0

player control screen.

Song/File Duplication

Each song you place in a My Music folder creates a separate file on your computer. If
you have the same song saved in several My Music folders then you may have several
different files for that song showing up in ClogAmp.

Since cue points are saved to the particular mp3 song file you are using when you set
them in ClogAmp, once you have set your cue points you may want to copy that song
file into any additional My Music folders that have the same song selection in them. By
doing so, all copies of that song file will have the same cue points.

If you rename your My Music folders/subfolders after you have used them to set your
profiles, OR move them to another location, OR delete any of them, you will need to
reset your profiles and playlists.



SETTING VARIOUS OPTIONS

ExtraA OptionsA Audio
| set (based on Martinbés recommend-mganbn) .20
jumps. Feel free to experiment.

ExtraA OptionsA Tempo and Pitch

Check these boxes if you want the program to remember your last settings. | love this
feature! Under "play event" in this dialogue box, determine the number of seconds that
you want to elapse when playing a song before you want the program to remember your
settings.

Setting Beats per minute (BPM)

If you are interested in knowing how many beats per minute a particular song has, go to

ViewA BPM Counter. | would suggest uncheckingi Aut o detect o because
usually accurate. Press the space bar, as directed to the beat of the music, until it says
Afinished! o in green | ettering.

Timer
ClogAmp has a built-in Timer window so you won't miss the end time
of a workshop or patter call. To see the timer, go to ViewA Timer.

Once you have set the Timer for the allotted time, you can either leave it in view, if you
want to monitor it, or you can close it. If you close it, it will reappear and flash when your
specified time has expired!

You can bring the Timer into view by:
1. Going to the VIEW tab and then clicking on TIMER, or

2. Setting a key (I use "t") to bring it up. Do this by going to ExtraA Configure
KeysA Toggle Timer, then type in the letter of the key you want to use to
bring up the Timer).



EQUALIZER

You can configure the equalizer as you desire
can bring up your saved settiongasndatt haenny itLi onaed
Custom. o0 This is particularly helpful for son

bass or too much treble.

Fortunately, the next release of ClogAmp wil/
song. You will be able to enable this feature by going to ExtraA OptionsA Data and
check ASave and restore | ast equalizer settin

You can bring the Equalizer into view by:
1. Going to the VIEW tab and then clicking on EQUALIZER, or

2. Setting a key to bring it up. Go to ExtraA Configure KeysA Toggle Equalizer.
Then type in the letter of the key you want to use to bring up the Equalizer, or

3. Clickingon t he AEO in the pl-ay R
ClogAmp. ' -




CONFIGURING THE KEYBOARD

One of the very best components of ClogAmp is its ability to allow you to determine
which keys you want to control the various functions! This allows great flexibility for
each individual user to decide what system of commands works best.

(N RWEN

To configure the command keys to your liKing, [ ke ndng
go to ExtraA Configure Keys. Many ]\

| Function

| -~ |
command keys have already been allocated  [{| EE—

to numerous functions. If you see one that ;”:N
you would like to change, the good news is | et
that you can! The important thing to fll | 120 100%
remember is this: if you want to use a key that | pesrptor

| Press Play on the Player

has already been allocated to another ll ey:
function, you must replace that key before
you can use it. For example, if you wanted to
use the letter ﬁp(‘)fo t han t
default setting of @Aplay, o you would have to

1. Click on the function that you want to reset the key for. In this case, you would
cickoni Pay . 0O

2. Delete the letter in the lower left hand corner of the dialogue box where it says
Afkey. 0O

3. Type in the letter you prefer instead.
4. Now go to the function wherey ou want to use the letter Ap
5. Delete the designated letter that has been assigned to it.

6. Type in Apo.

7. Cl i c HKakeke yd and youdbre done.

|l 611 share my personal configseaéions that wo

Key Function

for increasing tempo (1%). (When using you will actually hit the ">" key but

you will want to set the configuration to "." so you don't have to hit the Shift
key to trigger the ">" sign.)

,  for decreasing tempo (1%). (When using you will actually hit the "<" key

but you will want to set the configuration to "," so you don't have to hit the
Shift key to trigger the "<" sign.)

T  for toggling the Timer



Key Function

Q
w

A
F1

F2

for toggling the Equalizer

for toggling the Playlist

for pausing music (it is next to s, which stops the song)
for decreasing pitch (1%)

for increasing pitch (1%)

To toggle between the Filelist and the Playlist

for decreasing volume

for increasing volume. (You'll notice that the upper case letter is "+" but you
will want to set the configuration to "=" so you don't have to hit the Shift key
to trigger the "+" sign.)

to toggle the time remaining in the player. (This allows you to either see
how much time has elapsed as you play the song OR how much time
remains in the song. It's your choice.)






